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BCSRA AGM TO BE HELD IN

VANCOUVER

Members Len Bri(lgeman and ]ohn Nielsen to
be feted. The Vancouver Area Association
(VASRA) has gratiously agree(l to host this year’s
Spring Council/ Annual General Meeting and
annual Jacle Tinnion Memorial 604 v 250
shield. The exact date is pen&ing the verification
of the VISL Jackson Cup Final and BCSA
Senior A Provincial Cup playdowns but is
expec’ced to be either April thh, May 6th or
May 13", This year’s meeting will feature two
important presentations: Len Bri(lgeman will be
honoured as the Association’s latest Long &
Meritorious Service Award recipient and John
Nielsen will be on hand to be recognize(l for his
contributions to the cause of referee education
and the unveiling of the John Nielsen Referee
Education Award. The latter award was enacted

})y a vote of Council at the Referees Association
Fall Council Meeting in November 2005.

BC HOSTS INTERNATIONAL

FRIENDLIES
Cana&a’s Men’s U20 an(l Wornen’s Na’cional

team will play host to two international friendlies
each in the first half of this year. The dates are as
follows:

March 1: Canada Women v Netherlands, UBC
Thunderbird Stadium,\/ancouver

March 4: Canada Women v Netherlands,
Victoria

May 22: Canada Men’s U20 v Brazil U20,
Victoria

May 25: Canada Men’s U20 v Brazil U20,
Swangard Stadium, Burnaby

The referees for the matches are unknown at
press time. Once again, the Referees Association
will be inquiring about the care of our visiting
col]eagues inclu&ing a post-ma’cch meal.
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BCSRA Hosts CSRA AGM

Canadian Soccer Referees Association AGM a success!

BC hosted the 17" AGM of the Canadian Soccer Referees Association
(CSRA) in Victoria on January 21%. By all acounts the event was a success
and can be much attributed to the pre- meeeting work done ]:)y the VISRA
Executive. Many thanks to Mauricio Navarro who was the educational
spealeer for the &ay. Mauricio presentation was on “What is expecte(l of a
referee at the top level.” A video will be created from this presentation and a
copy made available to Area Associations (ecl note: curren’cly the video is
Leing reviewed for e(liting and presentation to the CSRA Executive for future
distrﬂ)u’cion) .

Other notable highlights from the meeting:

-Representatives came from Manitoba, Ontario, and also Alberta/Saskatch-
ewan in the form of Kevin Jones, CSA Referee Development Committee
member. Reports were read aloud from Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
Newfoundland and Labrador. Referees in Newfoundland have expressed
interest in hosting the 2007 CSRA AGM.

-Tony Troughton (VISRA-a{filiate& member of the BCSRA) and Eric Evans
of Ontario were re-elected as CSRA 1+ Vice-President and Secretary respec-
tively, each 2 year terms. Eric indicated this would be his last term as Secre-
tary. The search is on now for a new President as current head Basil Gill
reported the last year of his term would indeed be his last.

-Ontario and Manitoba, the only other 2 provinces sending representatives
both reported lack of officials for games. MSRA and OSRA reps also
observed that their respective provincial associations thought of them as
unions, an auega’cion both reps Ve}lemently &isagree& with.

A pilot project is underway in Manitoba to require youth teams to provid,e a
“Parent Controller” who would be responsi]ole for controﬂing the sidelines of
that youth team so that younger officials can concentrate more on refereeing
their match.

-It was agreed to raise CSRA membership fees starting January 2007 from
$3 to $3.50 (this will not require an increase in rnem]oership fee in BC

TRAFFIC LIGHTS AND THE ANIMALS (adapted from the
November 2005 FourFourTwo article entitled “ The 30 Most Contentious

Decisions Ever”)

Ed note: Prior to the invention of the card system, referees were required to
verbally inform a player they had been “booked” or sent-off. This worked well if
the referee and player in question both spolze the same 1anguage. But what
about international matches? The introduction of the Red and Yellow cards can
be traced back to a single match.

The Match: Englancl v Argentina, 1966 World Cup Quarter-final, Wembley,
London.The Incident: Nine minutes before half-time and Argentina have
pro]aal)ly had the better of it, disrup’cing England with a series of niggling fouls.

( cont. page 5 see Traffic Lights )
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Know Your Fellow Referee

Name: Dr. Suzanne Flannigan
City of residence: Victoria, BC

Years involved in refereeing: 6 or7

Reason you got into refereeing: wanted to see more female refs

What do you like most about refereeing: creating an environment on and off
the pitch that results in a
well-played, fair and
competitive match where the
players, coaches and fans
don’t notice the referee - all
the focus is on the excitement
of the players playing the ball
Most memorable moment in
refereeing: there are many
(wllich is why I continue to
ref), but one outstancling
memory was being thanked Ly
two U19 boys’ teams and
their coaches after reging a
game where the two teams
were bitter and violent rivals,
other refs would not ref the
teams and I was told I could
expect at least 2 or 3 red

cards and as many as 6 or 8
yellows. I had no cards and
they all had smiles on their faces, even the coaches.

One piece of advice to those starting out in re{ereeing: love the game and
always want to be a better referee

Things are bigger in Texas!  Reffing in Tournaments

Suzanne L. F‘lannigan

In May of 2003, T went down south to loegin my doctoral studies at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin. In the two years it took me to complete my Ph.D., not
only did I have a profound educational experience, but I also had a profound
soccer experience as a referee. I'd been a soccer player for many years in Victoria
and from 2001 to 2003, I'd been presi(],ent of the women'’s league, had contin-
ued to both play and referee in the local leagues and to faith{;ully watch Saturday
morning soccer. You might imagine then that I fancied myself quite a soccer
buff. But, from the moment I mentioned the word soccer in Texas, | knew that
[ was a babe in the woods about to have a trail l)lazing experience | would never
forget. You see, it reaHy is true — t}lings are ]oigger in Texas. The folks in Texas

just do things ina ]oig, ]oig way. Their facilities are huge — the average parle I
reffed at had 10 fields and one parlz had 20 fields.
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Texas cont.

Their tournaments are jum]oo-sized as
exempliﬁed ]oy their annual Septem]oer event
with over 600 teams. Their organizational
efforts are over-the—top. Within a nano-second
of mentioning | was interested in re{{ing in the
tournament, | had a sche(lule, mapquest
directions to the parle, contact names and
num]oers, a US Soccer Association coin for
the coin toss of my first game, and (’chey said
quite seriously) access to as much food and
water as | could eat and drink and a chauf-
feured golf cart to all the fields where I had
games. Their hearts are Herculean. They are
incredﬂ)ly generous folks. No matter what I
did, T found myself surrounded by people
whose sole purpose it seemed was to help me.
Their commitment to soccer is monumental.
They don’t just like soccer, they live for it.
And, the t}ling is, this enormous and grand
love of the game carries with it a kind of pri(le
[ can hardly describe. It permeates the field,
the players, the coaches and the officials. As I
prepared for games, | found myself li{:ting up
my chin, squaring my shoulders, feeling proucl
and humble at the same time. Each time I
steppecl out onto the pitch, [ found myself
wanting to ref the best game I'd ever done.
Like the players and their coaches, I too
wanted to be the very best.

The players for the most part, were some of
the most well-behaved and (Jisciplined I have
ever reffed. When I told a coach to leave the
field five minutes into a championship game,
the players were stunned and the team almost
fell apart on the field. But, to their credit,
they leept their reactions to themselves and
what's more, pulled themselves into a much
more positive state and won the game.The
coaches, some of whom are legends down
there, are just as lznowle(],geal)le of the laws of
the game as the state referees.

( cont. next page )
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Texas cont.

So, as a referee it was both a l)lessing and a curse
to have them on the sidelines. I learned very
early on that a goocl offense was my best defense.
In one game, | made a bad call and T knew it. 1
heard the coach’s astonished comments from the
sideline, followed })y silence. At half time, I saw
the coach Waueing toward me so | headed over to
meet him and saicl, “You lenow, I made a
mistake on that call. And, T let play go on which
was why [ did not change it.”

Well, his jaw &roppe(l and his eyes ]ougged, out as
he just stared at me. In the next minute, he
said,, “That’s the first time a referee has ever
admitted to a bad call. Thank you!” Then, he
smiled, shook my hand and walked away. And,
one of the best memories I've brought back from
Austin was at the end of that game, when his
team had lost 1 to 0 and he and all his players
came over to me and shook my hand saying
they’cl heard I was Canadian and they liked
Canadian referees.In my two years in Austin, it
was hard not to feel and be touched by the
emotion that these folks have for the game.
From the fans, to the parents, to the coaches,
the trainers, the tournament organizers and the
guys who drive the golf carts around the parles.
These folks want to be the Lest, and they want
everyone around them to be the best. What's
more, they are wiHing to work to make that so.
And you know, it is simply not possible to be in
that kind of environment and not also want to

be the very, very best too.
S.F. January 2005
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Area Association Reports

KSRA
As mentioned ear]ier, the KSRA has elected a new

executive for the 2006 year. Executive members

include: President - Darren Clark Vice President - Brian Flamank
Treasurer / Allocator - Claudio Sama ~ Secretary - Taresa Wilk

Directors - Ernie Cupeﬂo Claudio Klarich Danny Nikolic

The KSRA would also at this time like to extend a much owed thanks to
long serving secretary Mike Galesloot for his tireless work on behalf of the
association over the past several years. Un£ortunately, due to personal
reasons, we will be without Mike’s services in this capacity this year;
however, the KSRA wish Mike no’ching but the best in his future endeavours.
Presently, the KSRA Executive have tried to get an early start on the
upcoming 2006 campaign. We are in the process of setting up a KSRA
website which will include pages for education, match reporting and a
questions / feedback page for players among others. The KSRA are also in
the process of designing a permanent logo to help our association gain a bit
of i(lenti’cy. This 1ogo will be put on shirts, coins and sweat tops, and the
sales of these will hopefully generate some income for the purchase of
educational materials. Once again, in 20006, Kamloops will be host

to our KYSA Cup you’ch tournament over the may long Weeleend, and the
Kamloops Invitational Soccer Tournament (Senior) over the BC Day 1ong
weekend in August. Once again, we hope to see our fellow BCSRA
members from across the province out ogicia’cing some of these games with
us. Also, this year, Kamloops will be host to the BC Summer Games, so
some more high-profﬂe youth soccer will be played, in our area. Our
mem]aership is eager for the snow to mel’c, so that we can get back on the
fields, and start what promises to be a very successful 2006!

Thanks, Darren Clark , KSRA President

VASRA

After the November Council meeting our Christmas Party was upon us and
the event sold out. Participants had what was described as one of the best
parties yet. So good that tickets for this year have been inquire(l about.

The past six months have been very l)usy. Also, the departure of John Nielsen
and his educational segments, a sorry loss for the province and felt more so
for us in the VASRA area as he is a local and attended our monthly
meetings. Mauricio Navarro and Jose Branco have taken up the slack and
have producecl some goo& topics for discussion.Elections were held at our
Annual General Meeting in January and a few changes were made. The
Executive for the year is as follows: President: Jose Branco, 1st Vice: Marc
Bowley, 2nd Vice Paul Walker, Secretary Bill McNaughton, Treasurer Chris
Cyr, Director Mauricio Navarro. One Director is to be appointecl to
complete the Executive.
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Area Association Reports
PGSRA

The PGSRA is currently in down time as most of our members enjoy a
couple of months off before the start of the outdoor season, usual]y in
April and May. The 2005 reffing season was * by all accounts * a
success with many players and coaches in the North Cariboo Senior Soccer
League pleasecl with the level of officiating they received. We are
hoping to continue this positive trend into the 2006 season.The meml)ership
last met in early November at our year—end meeting/ dinner at a local
restaurant where the association bought everyone a nice dinner (&rinles * for
obvious reasons if you know some of our members * were not included!!).
The next meeting to be scheduled will be the AGM, expec’ce(l to occur
sometime in late Fe]oruary or early March. I have also had informal
discussions with the PGYSA to continue our successful mentorship program
that has seen no fewer than 10 young referees coming up and reging (at least
assisting) in the mens league over the past 3 seasons. This bodes well for the
PGSRA, and we are hoping we can retain the services of these young up and
comers over the next several years. So for now, the members of the PGSRA
are limited to watching EPL and other European leagues which has seen
some interesting refereeing decisions that often stir up heated (]out civilize(l)
debates amongst fellow referees. We all are very much loolzing forward to the
start of the 2006 season, and the 2006 World Cup which will un(loul)te(ﬂy
create many moments of joy, anger, (Jispute, ete. Hope everything is going well
on the Coast.
Alain Ruch ,Presiclent PGSRA

FVSRA

Members have been leept busy plying their trade in a variety of leagues. The
Vaﬂey had their Christmas Party in December which went well and occured on
a night which didn’t rain! The Area Association’s Annual General Meeting
is to be held March 6th. At the moment the VaHey is in the middle of
implementing new teaching methods which would be conducive to the sheer
size of Area Association’s catchment area

VISRA

Since October VISRA has been going strong. Our meml)ership has toppec]. 65
( Ed. note : 65 in the South Chap’cer , almost 100 with North and Central
Chapters included )and our mont}]ly meetings are striving. Jason Austin has
been coorclina’cing our education sessions and has done an amazing jo}).

We had two up and coming rnembers, Serge Surdu and Scott Balzlzer, selected
to referee in the Y-League finals in Tampa, Florida.

We also had the honor of hos’cing the CSRA AGM in January. By all accounts
it was a great success. VISRA would like to personaﬂy thank Maurcio Navarro
John Nielsen and Joe Branco for putting ’cogether an excellent presentation.
Our younger members were very impressecl. Hopefuﬂy it motivated them to

continue intheir refereeing careers.

Thank you.
Dan Greco
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PRES NOTES:

THE WAIT IS OVER - IT'S WORLD CUP
TIME

Welcome back to a new year, and a special one at
that- the year of the World Cup! While in recent
years UEFA’'s EURQO competitions have tied us
over for the big footie feast, we can now lick our
chops at the prospect of the competition this June.
Why should we as referees take notice? Well beside
watching how our fellow colleagues from around
the globe perform, just as it is our du’cy to lzeep up
with the Laws of the Game so we must also lzeep
up with incidents that happen in the ]oiggest
spectacle the sport has to offer. The World Cup is
the gauge which FIFA uses to set the course for
the next 4 years. Major decisions and restructuring
of referee’s mechanics have come about because of
what happened in this tournament. Remember
Dino Zoff wauzing the “Spanish steps” in Espana
'827 His actions, or our fellow col]eague’s inaction
I'm not so sure, led to the abolishment of a lzeeper
]oeing allowed to “collect his steps.” The dearth of
goals in Ttalia 90 caused the International Board
to review the Off-side Law. From that point on the
attacker could be in-line with at least two defenders
where previously we heard the chant, “If he’s even,
he’s offside!”.

The players are watching these games as well and if
there is one ’ching we hate as players is when they
have the upper hand on us. Our local players,
especiauy kids (1f you can pry them away from their
Playstations), often imitate the actions of top
players on the local parles. What are you going to
do if some smart ass decides to try and puH a fast
one on you? With the invention of the VCR,
there’s no excuse for missing a game.

Take the time this June to not only get involved,
may]oe play a World Cup Pool (hint, hin’c) but
above all else- analyse and learn from what is
expectecl to be the greatest soccer show on earth!
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TRAFFIC LIGHTS cont..

As ref Rudolf Kreitlen books a fifth Argentine piayer,
though, their captain Antonio Rattin, sends him off,
but the Argentinian refuses to go and with other
piayers threa’cening to waﬂz—oi‘f, stays on the pitcii for
a full eight minutes before iinaiiy being persua(ie(i to
leave i)y Engiish referee Ken Aston, a Spanisil
speaieer who comes down from the stands to heip
defuse the situation.

The Aftermath: A 77*-minute Geoff Hurst header
(e(i note: the same Geoff Hurst who “scored” the goai

rd

in what FourFourTwo magazine says was the 3% most
contentious decision ever) eventuaiiy gives Engian(i
victory, but not before a periocl of extraor(iinary
i)rutaii’cy in which even Boi)i)y Charlton is booked. At
the final whistle, (Engiand manager) Alf Ramsey
prevents his players exchanging shirts and dismisses
the Argentinians as “animals” even ’ciiougii Engiand
have actuaiiy committed more fouls. Meanwhile, as
South American teams compiain of a conspiracy to
favour the Europeans, Rattin insists he was mereiy
asizing for an interpreter (an odd excuse, and given
his constant protests in the 36 minutes he piayecl not
a particulariy convincing one), and had failed to
understand tht he had been dismissed until Aston
expiaine(i to him in his own 1anguage.

Eureka! Waiting at traffic iights on the way home,
Aston devises a system of red and yeiiow cards to
avoid such confusion in the future. (e(i note: Ken
Aston would later go on to become Chairman of the
FIFA Referees Committee and was the assessor for
Mr. Werner Winsemann , the oniy World Cup match
refereed by a Canadian: 1974 World Cup , Holland

vs Sweclen) .
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What is expected of a referee at the top level?

Soccer is supposeci to be a simpie game. However, the closer you get to the
higiies’c peaiz of the game, the i)igger the expectations are. With this in minfl,
Mauricio Navarro, Canadian FIFA referee and Referee Association memi)er,
presented an anaiysis of what is expecteci of a referee at the top level as part
of the events surrounding the Canadian Soccer Referees Association AGM
in Victoria on January 21st.

Every level has a referces committee which has certain expectations of us.
From his experience, Mauricio condensed them into 2 main areas: basic and
generai expectations. Under “Basic expectations” we can aiways say some-
thing important about positioning, uncierstancling the game, man
management, refereeing tecilniques and team cooperation.

Positioning: At the top level one does not talk about the (iiagonai as Leing
very strict accorciing to the book. Your cliagonai is wherever you need to be
to avoid any conflict. It's aiways the search for the best angie of view, where
the game needs you to be. The time in the game is very critical as the
temperament of the players is different at the start of match when the score
is even than near the end when one team may be ciesperately trying to win.
Understamiing the game: At the top level you must be able to icientiiy
situations and actions done }oy piayers that could jeoparciize your game
control. If the referee is able to i(ientify a gooci action l)y a skillful piayer ]:)y
aiiowing a gooci acivantage, at that moment you are successiuﬂy Jr:uifiiiing the
expectations of the referee’s committee at any level.

Man Management: Mauricio empiiasizeci in this aspect what the role
personality piays in each individual referee. At this moment we saw a coupie
of exampies that sugges’ceci that a strong personality will heip the referee ﬂy
ti'irougii a match with fewer proi)iems. The referee’s toois, ie. the wilistie,
the use of the red and yeHow cards and loociy ianguage must be mastered.
There are so many fouls in the game that the referee has must be able to
wait for the rigi'it moment to show a card. It's very easy to go out each game
and flash cards. A referee should enter each game to try and get out with 22
piayers left on the field (Lut not at all costs).

Tecl'iniques of Referees: one of the most important expectations is with
respect to Mechanics: clear signais, proper use of the whistle and control-
iing/preparing the wall at “ceremonial” free kicks. Without proper mechan-
ics, one’s fitness is of no use. Mauricio conveyefl, “ It's is very important as
soon as we are appointe(i to connect with your other members of the crew
because the assistants or 4th official can jeopardize your game control. This
cooperation is expecteci of any referees committee”. Case in point, FIFA is
aclop’cing the idea of a team of oﬁiciais; for the 2006 World Cup tiiey have
asked every referee to picie 2, assistant referees tiiey want on their crew.
Under the iiea(iing of “General Expectations”, the higgest point is to avoid
controversy. The ogiciating crew should not be responsii)ie for the result of a
match. Controversy is associated with “the moment of truth”. The moment
of truth is defined as the action at any time c].uring the game and which
causes the referee’s autiiority and integrity to be called into question.

( cont. next pg. see Top Level Ref)
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Top Level Ref cont.

A referee who is associated with a controversial incident (iuring a game at the
top level may find himself not receiving further appointments. This is not
because the referee’s committee doesn’t want to give him another appointment
but rather the fact there are others waiting in line for an opportunity.

Being a top referee it is a must that you are piiysicaiiy prepare(i. Therefore,
Mauricio gave some points to assist in avoiding controversy: -Be preparecl
men’caiiy. Mental preparation becomes the top priority for your upcoming game.
Find out as much as you can about the teams you are refereeing A goocl
pre-game instruction with your crew ciiscussing possiioie situations so tiiey can
save you rather than cut you up. -Use your common sense and move to the
areas of the field where you feel sometiiing is going to iiappen. —Aiways be
tiiinieing about the next piiases of piay. -Have a feel for the game so that you
smell where conflict will occur. For those of us in Cana(ia, we don’t have the
exposure in participating in proiessionai ieagues. It is crucial then to watch
games on TV, using it to your a(ivantage to learn. Speaizing of TV, it's a
different environment when you are in Azteca Stadium in Mexico with 42
cameras surrounciing the field as opposed to a local stadium where there is oniy
one TV in this case is of no iieip to the referee. At this moment it becomes an
element of (iisruption against the referee and your worst enemy. TV has the
power to tell millions of peopie around the world how “bad” you are with a repiay
from a different angie. Finaiiy, we would be wrong in tiiinizing that every game
will include controversial incidents. However, i)eing a top level referee is harder
than it looks. Expectations are iiigii and come from everyone involved in this
arena. With the information presente(i the next generation of referees in attend-
ance have a better un(ierstan(iing than many of those of Mauricio’s generation.
Tiiey can be comforted iznowing tiiey have a good head-start.

NEWS IN BRIEF: CANADIAN REFS IN MLS FOR 2006

Accor(iing to CSA Referee Deveiopment Committee member and Referees Association
member Bob Sawtell, Canada will have three referees and one assistant participating in
this year's MLS. The individuals have been invited to the MLS'’s training camp to be
held in mid-March. The MLS is iooieing at potentiaiiy a(i(iing a franchise in Toronto in
the near future. The expansion is contingent on the creation of a new stadium.
MEMBERS AT SUPER Y LEAGUE FINALS IN FLORIDA

Members Serge Surdu and Scott Bakker from Victoria were appointe&i to the
Super Y League finals in Florida this past November. The 2005 edition of the
Super Y League North American Finals was a true continental championship
as teams came from as far away as Danviiie, California and Ottawa, Ontario.
The event crowned ten North American Ciiampions. The Super Y League is a
youtii ieague ieaturing different age divisions for both ]ooys and giris.

“Scott and 1 found ourselves truiy involved in a i'iigii class event”, says Serge.
“We had the privilege of meeting several referees from all over the United
States. | myseif was able to work with two i’ligiliy tiiougiit of National Referees.
Scott found himself, as one of the iiigiiiigiits, oiiiciating the one game that was
televised on Fox Sports World.”

MAURICIO NAVARRO INVITED TO ALBERTA
Mauricio Navarro has been invited i)y the Alberta Soccer Association as their
guest speaieer for their Fe]oruary 24 Officials Worizsiiop. In addition to ]oeing
the guest speaizer Mauricio will be mentoring some of the referees in this
workshop.
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LONG-TIME VANCOUVER
ISLAND REFEREE PASSES

On Fei)ruary Ist retired referee Henri Jeanpierre
passe(i away due to a fall he sustained in his
(iriveway on January 23rd. Henri, born in Le
Cierjus, France in 1924 was a iong-time referee
in Victoria respecte&i ioy piayers and coaches
alike. He was 81.

Henri emmigrateti to Canada in the eariy 1950’s,
first iiving in Quebec and then St. Pierre &
Miqueion. He arrived in Vancouver in 1952
before moving to his eventual home of Victoria in
1953. There he became active in soccer, first as a
player then a coach and eventually a referee. He
is preciecease(i i)y his wife Betty and survived in
his immediate iamiiy i)y step (iaugiiter Lorelie,
sons Simon and Richard, and grandchii(iren
Ciiristopiier, Michelle, Devon and Alan. A

memorial service was held on Satur(iay Fei)ruary

11,2006 in Victoria.

Henri Jeanpierre 1924 - 2006
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Know Your Fellow Referee
Name: Tom Babic

City of residence: Mapie Riclge

Years involved in reiereeing: 7 years

I felt that
the oiiiciating at my sons’ games was sub-
standard. I caugilt myseii i)eing critical on the
sidelines and tiiougiit ....... " could do better.”
Both in ]oeing a referee and in izeeping quiet on
the sidelines. So rather than frustrate the
referees and myseii, I decided to take some

Reason you got into refereeing:

referee training and put my money where my
mouth was.

What do you like most about re{ereeing:
Being able to run with the piayers and ensuring

that Fair Piay is maintained. It’s my way of
contrii)uting to the game. Most memorable
moment in reiereeing: About 2 years after 1 ]aegan oiiiciating, I was assigned, a
iiigiier level game than I was quaiiiie(i to referee. thougiit too much of my
abilities and very quicleiy realized I wasn’t prepare(i for all the “tricks of the
game".The piayers and especiaiiy the coaches turned it into a nigiitmare for me. 1
walked off the field totaiiy frustrated and rea(iy to ilang up the whistle for gooc]..
After some consideration I decided it would be best if I started i)y improving
myseii and my un(ierstan(iing of the game. | took some additional training and
worked on my skills at lower level games. Now | look back on that moment as
pivotai to my i)ecoming a better referee.

One piece of advice to those starting out in refereeing: Command respect for
yourseii as a referee i)y respecting the game. Go to every game and make it a
point to learn sometiiing about the game or work on one aspect of your role as an
referee. Constant improvement of yourself will improve the game and in turn
garner you respect.

A Referee’s View by Tom Babic

The soccer world is full of contrast. Recentiy [ was involved as an

assistant referee in a match that became quite unruly. The piay was fierce

and even between two iiigii school teams. The similarity ended there. One team
dominated ball movement with tactical precision. Moving from their half into
their opponents’ half repeate(iiy. While the attackers continued mounting

ioray upon ioray, the defenders thwarted them with persistent and successful
tacleiing. Each tackle punctuateci with a decisive punt of the ball back into

the attackers” end of the pitcil. As attack upon attack failed to garner a goai, the
team iavouring offence ]oegan to focus its energetic assault on the referee. A
tempestuous crowd lined the fence ac].jacent to the field and added to the verbal

assault. Prustration escalated and siiiy fouls behind the piay i)egan to dominate
the scene. In turn the referee’s whistle became a common sound and the verbal
i)arrage directed at the man in black grew to a fever pitcii. Coupie(i with per-
sonal attacks from teammate to teammate, the animosity was rampant. Unable
to do the one tiiing require(i in these circumstances, nameiy put the ball in the
back of the net, the attackers stormed the field at full time and i)egan a wave
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of jos’ciing, intimidation and racial slurs. With a
final score putting them out of the finals, their
oniy means of evening the score was to ﬁght.
Albeit off the field. I left the par12 under poiice
escort. As I drove iiome, I experience(i that
seii-questioning monoiogue that many referees
know all too well. “What is it about this game
that makes me want to come back time and again
to face this kind of ugiy ciispiay? 71 struggie(i to
answer myseii. Not 12 hours later, I was (iriving
again. This time towards the field. I knew the
match would be different as the teams were based
in the Metro Women's ieague. But then again the
female players can often come up with colourful
ianguage to outdo the younger lads. The skill
level was a tenth of the previous night’s game.
One team dominated the other and the score was
none too ﬂattering. The weaker team was without
a substitute until halftime. When the piayei‘
showed up, it was questionaioie whether she would
have much energy left to play. She had arrived on
a ]oicycie and it was evident from her appearance
that she was quite iatigueci from the ride up the
iong hill to the parie. To cap tiiings off, the
weather was dismal at best. Damp, cold and (iingy
grey clouds all rnaleing for a miserable morning. [
would have tiiougiit that the game had all the
maieings of a repeat of last nigiit. However, much
to my pieasan’c surprise, the game was the most
sporting I've officiated. The iosing team with
missed passes and poor ciearing attempts

misplayed crosses and weak shots, had every
opportunity to demonstrate poor sporting conduct
and frustration. However the 90 minutes was
example after example of great teamwork, cama-
raderie and supportive comments. From the
coach to the ieeeper, everyone flowed with a
positive energy. | didn’t hear one negative remark
regar(iiess of their ina]oiiity to put the ball in the
back of the net. To top off the (iay, as | walked to
my car after the ma’ccii, the 1osing team’s
captain taps me on the shoulder and insists that I
not leave without a final word from her team.
“You did a great jo]s, thanks for coming out to do
our game."Oi;ten we get so caugiit up in the
moment and neglect to realize how diverse
the everyclay events of our soccer community can
be. I'm glad T was able to experience such a
positive contrast.



BCSRA NEWSLETTER

2005 WORLD SOCCER AWARDS — Pierluigi Collina
Referee of the Year 2005 (from World Soccer Magazine)

Pierluigi Collina turns heads. Even in a fashionable London hotel, a world
away from the football pi‘cches of Serie A, he is recognizecl. Whether the
[talian likes it or not, he is now one of the most recogniza]ale men on the

planet.

As he collects his award from World Soccer, he does not seem bothered l)y
all the attention, but nor does he seem reacly to melt away into the back-
groun(l. Yet the man who exuded au‘chority as a referee seems less certain
about where his life after football will take him. “I'm not sure what the
future llolcls,77 he admits. “I have not made a decision yet.”

It is over three months since a messy sponsorship row led to Collina defini-
tively hanging up his whistle after a 28-year career, but the world’s best-
known and most respected match official continues to make headlines. Last
month, he unveiled the identity of his favourite club.

“Now that I'm no longer a referee, I can tell you that I support Lazio,” said
the 4<5—year—ol(1 in a speech to medical students in Parma. “As a little Loy, I
followed Bologna, but then I warmed to Lazio. Yet, in the first 10 Lazio
games | took charge of, they didn’t win one.”

Inevi’cably, Collina’s “admission” brought out the conspiracy—theory in every
Serie A watcher. Italian fans like no’ching more than to pon’ciﬁca’ce about
less—than—impartial refereeing. Now they could say: ‘I told you so.”

CoHina, the referee of the 1999 Champions League Final and 2002 World
Cup F‘inal, reacted with surprise to his Lazio revelation. “I don’t understand

all the fuss. There’s nothing bad in it. Nol)oc].y involved in foothall comes

from Mars. Everyone has a team dear to him.”

The Italian Federation changed the maximum age for Serie A referees from
45 to 46 specificauy to give Collina another 12 months at the top, so this
season should have been a glorious swansong. But that all changed in early
August when Gazzetta Dello Sport revealed that he signed a lucrative
sponsorship deal —rumoured to be worth 540,000 per annum-with car
manufacturer Qpel, the shirt sponsors of Milan.

The potential conflict of interest was clear cut, federation presiclent Franco
Carrero agreed, and Collina was told to sever his links with Qpel or officiate
only Serie B games. He did neither, opting instead to resign from the Italian
Referces” Association. “Without trust in me I could not go on,” he declared.
A sad exit for the most accomplished FIFA referee of his generation. But we
have not heard- nor seen- the last of Pierluigi Collina.
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UPDATE ON HOSPITALIZED MEMBER
MALCOLM COWIE

Some of you may not know Malcolm Cowie, member
and National Referee Assessor, was hospitalize(l just
before Christmas due to complica’cions from a minor
heart proce(],ure inclucling a systemic infection
throughou’c his whole l)ody. He had lung surgery to&ay

nd

on January 2 which went oleay. As was mentioned at
the CSRA AGM in Victoria, VISRA North Chapter
Secretary Stu Power indicated contingencies are

fuuy in place in the North Island to cover Malcolm’s
workload until further notice.

“Malcolm is slowly getting a little more comfortable
each &ay. He is still weak, having lost quite a bit of
weight”, says Stu. “His appetite for involvement in
soccer matters is returning and although his voice
sounded very tired, I sensed the enthusiasm with which
he spolze as we discussed the possi]oilities of upcoming
clinics. He and Valeria are most grateful for the
messages of support they have received cluring this past
month and a half.”

Our thoughts are with Malcolm and his wife Valeria as
he embarks now on a road to recovery, probably
months rather than weeks.

Do you have a submission for the
Flag & Whistle?

Please email all material to either
Jjonsee@telus.net
or
Ilvo@direct.ca
or
F&W Staff Writer
stdy@telus.net

Note : Deadline for submissions in the next
issue will be May 31st/06

Flag and Whistle- BCSRA Newsletter

Editor: Jon C. Seeley

e-mail: jonsee@telus.net

Staff Writer : Tom Babic

email : stdy@telus.net

The material presented is from contributors and
the BCSRA assumes no responsil}ility for their
contents. All submissions may be edited for reasons
of clarity, I)revity and taste. Thank you to all
who've contributed articles and apologies to those

whose submissions never made it into this edition.



